We cordially invite you to
II1. International Sufi Gathering in Bursa, Turkey
July 11-19, 2022

“INNER PEACE”
with Dr. Zia Inayat Khan in the City of Saints

The countdown begins for the long-awaited gathering... And in a very special
city... Think about the beauties you have seen and admired so far: history, culture,
nature, art, healing... It is possible to experience all these in one place, the Spiritual
Capital of Turkey; Bursa!

Bursa, is a city with "spirituality”, where great scholars and clergy were raised,
and home to many holy places. The Great Mosque is known as the 5th Magam which
is very important in the Islamic world. Iznik, the third most important city of the
Christian world, is also in Bursa. We are very excited and happy to have the privilege
to host honorary Dr. Zia Inayat Khan and our precious friends in this holy city.

Based on what is happening today, the theme of this meeting has been
determined as "Inner Peace" to achieve peace. Hz. Inayat Khan says: “One has made his
life so artificial that he can never imagine how far he is removed from what may be called a
normal, natural life for him to live. It is for this reason that we need the art of discovering peace
within us; we shall not experience peace by improving outside conditions. Man has always
longed for peace and he has always brought about wars. At the same time every individual says
he is seeking for peace. Then where does war come from? It comes because the meaning of peace
has not been fully understood. Man lives in a continual turmoil, in a restless condition, and in
order to seek for peace he seeks war; if this goes on, we shall not have peace till every individual
begins to seek peace within himself first. What is peace? Peace is the natural condition of the
soul.”

This is a Turkish Inayatiyya event, organized by Bilmen Akademi and consists
of two parts; July 11-16, the Conference (5 days) and July 16-19, the seightseeing (3
days). For further information, please visit: www.bilmen.com.tr English page.



http://www.bilmen.com.tr/

CHOICES
July 11-16, 2022

1. SESSIONS & HOTEL ACCOMODATION

5-Night stay at Gonliiferah Thermal Hotel, Half-board (Breakfast + Dinner) + Coffee Break Twice a Day + All
Teaching Sessions + Thermal Hamam and Thermal Pool Usage included.

Room Type Turkish Citizens Participants
living in Turkey from Abroad
Single Occupancy per person 5.900,00 TL 600 Euro
Double Occupancy per person 5.400,00 TL 550 Euro
Triple Occupancy per person 5.100,00 TL 500 Euro
2. SESSIONS ONLY (without Hotel Accomodation)
A daily Hotel usage fee will be charged
Sessions & Daily Hotel Usage 3.250,00 TL 375 Euro
Optional Lunch or Dinner
(per meal) 150,00 TL 15 Euro
3. Sessions via Zoom
Sessions via Zoom 2.500,00 TL 300 Euro
TOUR

July 16-19, 2022

Bursa & Iznik Tour

To be announced

All our prices include VAT.




GENERAL INFORMATION

For registration: Please choose your room type and participation

preference, then inform us at bilmenakademi@gmail.com or call us at +90
530-977-5177

Installment opportunity for early registration. You can pay the total
amount in 3 installments starting from April 2022 until July 2022.

All our prices include VAT.

5% extra charge is added to all credit card payments.

Cancellation & Refund Policy: If Hotel reservation is cancelled for any
reason, the sum of 1-night stay will not be refunded. If the attendance to the
Sufi Gathering is cancelled, 500 TL (50 Euros) will not be refunded.

Program is subject to change.

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Account Holder: Bilmen Akademi ve Danismanlik Ticaret Limited Sirketi

Bank: YAPI VE KREDI BANKASI

Branch No & Name: 457 - Taksim Meydan Subesi

TL TR200006701000000056086884
EURO TR750006701000000056760723
DOLAR : TR080006701000000056758243
SWIFT KODU (For USD, EUR): YAPITRISXXX

SWIFT KODU (OTHER CURRENCY): YAPITRISFEX


mailto:bilmenakademi@gmail.com

JULY, 16-19

BURSA & iZNIK TOUR

BURSA TOUR

Emir Sultan Mosque, Green Mosque And Tomb, Molla Fenari Mosque, Somuncu
Baba's House, Oven And Retreat Area (Chilehane), Uftade Hazrat's Tomb And
Mosque, Tomb Of Osman Gazi, Tomb Of Orhan Gazi, Bursa Ulu Mosque, Koza
(Cocoon) Inn, Muradiye Complex, Muradiye Quran And Manuscripts Museum,
Murad Hudavendigar Mosque, Yildirim Bayezit Complex, Gerus Synagogue, Mayor
Synagogue, Etz Ahayim Synagogue.

ARE YOU READY TO BE A PART OF THiS UNIQUE CiTY?

Just sit for a moment and think about all the beautiful things you've seen and adored.
Nature, history, fun, art... It is possible to experience all these in one place; Bursa. 2022
Cultural Capital of the Turkish World! As they say “Beauty is in the details...” Bursa
is one of the most beautiful details of Tiirkiye. Let yourself get lost in the details of this
history and experience.



SILK FABRIC, TOWELS

Bursa, one of the last stops and important centers of the Silk Road route in Anatolia, is
known as a city identified with silk and sericulture. Silk production was once the most
profitable industry of Bursa. Silk obtained from cocoons played a major role in Bursa's
becoming a textile center. The towel weaving on hand looms since the 18th century,
comes from Bursa, velvet woven for Ottoman palaces in the 15th century is likewise
from here.

EMIR SULTAN MOSQUE

Emir Sultan Mosque was built by Hundi Hatun, daughter of Yildirim Bayezit and wife
of Hz. Emir Sultan, upon the death of Hz. Emir Sultan, at the beginning of the 15th
century, on a hill on the slopes of Uludag, east of Bursa.

The only dome of the mosque rests on an octagonal frame. The mihrab is decorated
with 17th century Iznik tiles, but was rebuilt in marble during repairs and has columns
with Corinthian capitals on both sides. The courtyard of the mosque is reached by
going through the door between the two columns after climbing the stairs on the west.



GREEN MOSQUE AND TOMB

Located in the Yesil district, the mosque was built in 1419 by Celebi Sultan Mehmed.
Green Mosque, which is one of the "Inverted T" plan mosques, is one of the most
beautiful historical buildings of Tiirkiye as well as Bursa. The architect of the mosque

is Hac1 Ivaz Pasha.

The crown door at the entrance of Green Mosque, is a beautiful product of Turkish
stone carving. The mukarnas is extraordinarily beautiful. Green stone and marble were
used in the door arch. Most of the interior is covered with tiles. The walls, ceilings,
vaults and transition iwans are all covered with tiles. One of the most precious
examples of tile work in the mosque is its mihrab, which is more than ten meters high.
The mihrab, which includes flowers with various geometric motifs, is one of the most
beautiful details in the mosque.

One of Bursa's landmarks, the Green Tomb, built in the 15th century, proves that it is
ahead of its time. Amid this mystical aura, you will feel that this place possesses a soul
with each step you take.
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MOLLA FENARI MOSQUE

The mosque was built by the Turkish scholar and the first Ottoman Shayk al-Islam,
named Mehmet Shemsettin, whose title is Molla Fenari. Masjid has been largely rebuilt
today. However, the part of the minaret up to the balcony is original. The main prayer
area of the masjid is divided into two parts and is completely covered with vaults. The
altar is covered with a round vault and the back is covered with a barrel vault. Its outer
parts are covered with leaded roof. These two parts are separated by a Bursa type arch.
The altar of the masjid is decorated with 16 th century tiles.



SOMUNCU BABA'S HOUSE, OVEN AND RETREAT AREA (CHILEHANE)

He is one of the spiritual architects of Anatolia. He is a friend of Allah who contributed
greatly to the spiritual growth and development of the Ottoman Empire by educating
many students, especially Hac1 Bayram-1 Veli. He is nicknamed "Somuncu Baba". His
name is in various sources mentioned as Hamid-i Veli, Sheikh Hamidi Veli,
Hamiduddun-i Veli, Hamid Hamideddin-i Veli.

Sheikh Hamid-i Veli Somuncu Baba was born in 1331 in Akchakaya village of Kayseri.
His father is Shemsettin Musa Efendi, one of the Horasan saints who came to Anatolia
for spiritual conquest. Hamidi Veli, who lived during the reign of Yildirim Beyazit
Khan, one of the Ottoman Sultans, is a noble sayyid from the 24th generation of our
Prophet (sas). He received his first education from his father and then continued his
education in Damascus, Tabriz, Hoy and Ardebil.

Benefiting from the spirituality of Bayezid-i Bestami, he returned to Anatolia by
getting permission from Alaaddin-i Erdebili. When Sheikh Hamid-i Veli comes to
Bursa with hir students, he is at the forefront with his humble personality. Hiding his
spiritual personality, he establishes a bakery where he works with his students. On the
one hand, as “Loaves! Believers!" they distribute their bread with their cries, while they
also train their students and cook their hearts. Emir Sultan, one of the most important
spiritual leaders of the period, heard the name of Somuncu Baba and visited him in his
bakery. Hz. Emir Sultan, who thought that he was not an ordinary baker, saw that



there was no fire in the oven, and asked the secret of this trade, and he replied: "It is
cooked with the fire of love". Because in this oven, the bread loaves are baked with the
fire of the heart.

The bread he brings to the workers working in the construction of Bursa Ulu Mosque
every day causes him to be called "Somuncu Baba (Loaves Father)" and "Breadmaker
Koca" until the opening day of the Great Mosque. On the opening day of Bursa Ulu
Mosque, when Sultan Yildirim Beyazit Han wanted Emir Sultan, one of the well-
known spiritual sultans of the period, to deliver the first sermon; “My Sultan, there are
more knowledgeable people among us. It is not for us to deliver a sermon while he is
among us!” was the answer. While curious eyes are waiting for who this person is,
they are surprised to see that it is the Somuncu Baba they see every day. However, His
Holiness Somuncu Baba makes seven different isari interpretations of Surah Fatiha in
his sermon, so that the whole congregation, especially His Holiness Shaykh al-Islam
Molla Fanari, realizes the spiritual greatness of His Holiness Somuncu Baba. When his
words and miracles started to circulate, he said "Fame is a disaster" and left Bursa.

UFTADE HAZRAT'S TOMB AND MOSQUE

His Holiness Uftade (1490-1580) is a famous sufi, writer and folk poet from Bursa. He
is the founder and sheikh of the Celveti Order. According to rumors, Uftade started
his mystical life as a student of Hizir Dede. While he was an honorary muezzin at
Ulucami and Dogan Bey Masjid, he received a salary of a few cents presented to him
that night and was exposed to the speech "You have become a great man (you have
fallen)" in Istanbul. As soon as he saw the dream he had that night, he left his salary
and took the name "Uftade" as a nickname for himself. Suleiman the Magnificent,
Sultan III. Murad and his mother Nurbanu Sultan, are statesmen and important figures
of the period. They showed great respect to Uftade; and received prayers.

The tomb has a square plan and its upper cover is a wooden hipped roof. In the
inscription placed on the western wall of the tomb, it is written that Uftade Mehmed
Muhyiddin Efendi died in 1581 and was buried in this tomb. In the inscription on the
entrance door, it is told that it was repaired by Serasker Riza Pasha in 1844. After the
earthquakes of 1855 and in 2009, the building underwent a major repair.

In this mausoleum, where Hz. Uftade is buried, there are the graves of his children
Mustafa, Mehmet, Hayrettin and Ahmet, and nine unidentified people.



TOMB OF OSMAN GAZI

Osman Gazi, the founder of the Ottoman Empire, is the name-source for the Ottoman
dynasty. Orhan Bey buried his father, Osman Gazi (1258-1326), after the conquest of
Bursa in 1326, inside a building called “Giimtislii Kubbe”, the “Silver Dome”, fulfilling
the latter’s last will in doing so. This structure was called “Silver Dome” by Osman
Gazi and was a Byzantine chapel, whose lead-plated dome — seen from the far — was
shining under the sun during the besieging of Bursa. Today this structure, which
shelters the tomb of Osman Gazi, is built where the place of the chapel of the St. Elias
Monastery was situated, known to have been existing in this place since the 11th
century. This chapel, converted into a mausoleum by the Ottomans, sustained major
damage in the 1801 fire, and in the 1855 earthquake, respectively. In 1863, it was re-
built by Sultan Abdulaziz. This mausoleum is built with an octagonal plan. The
sarcophagus with its nacre marquetry on timber, in the centre of this mausoleum is the
one of Osman Gazi. Among the 17 sarcophagi inside this mausoleum, there are also
those of Alaaddin Bey, the son of Osman Gazi, of Aspor¢a Hatun, the wife of Orhan
Bey, and of [brahim Bey, their son, as well as of Savci Bey, the son of Murad I. This
mausoleum was renovated in 1801, 1863, 2004, and in 2009.

2014 yilinda UNESCO Diinya Miras: Listesine alinan sit alaninda yer almaktadur.

TOMB OF ORHAN GAZI

Orhan Gazi is son of Osman Gazi and conqueror of Bursa. This structure, which
shelters the tomb of Ottoman Sultan Orhan Gazi (1281-1362), who conquered Bursa in
1326, is built where the church of St. Elias Monastery is known to have been existing
in the 11th century. There are some mosaics, remains of the Byzantine period, traces of
which are still found today in this mausoleum’s flooring, proving the existence of this
church. This structure was completely destroyed in the 1855 earthquake, and re-built
by Sultan Abdulaziz in 1863. The mausoleum of Orhan Gazi being built on its old
location has a square plan.

There are 20 sarcophagis inside this mausoleum. The sarcophagus of Orhan Gazi is
situated in the centre of the mausoleum, on a marble base, and surrounded by a lattice
made of cast brass. Inside this mausoleum, there furthermore are the sarcophagi of
Nilufer Hatun, the wife of Orhan Gazi, of Shehzade Kasim, the son of Orhan Gazi, of
Fatma Sultan, the daughter of Yildirim Bayezid, of Abdullah, the son of Cem Sultan,
as well as of Shehzade Korkut, the son of Bayezid II. The names of persons buried in
the other sarcophagi are unknown. This mausoleum was renovated in 1801, 1863, and
in 2009.



BURSA ULU MOSQUE

The first of the Ottoman multi-domed places of worship, Bursa Grand Mosque is like
a calligraphy museum adorned with rare artifacts. Bursa Ulu Mosque was built on a
large area where Orhan Gazi Park is located, during the time of Yildirim Bayezid,
between 1396-1400. It is the first of the multi-domed monumental structures among
Ottoman mosques. Ulu Mosque has 20 domes sitting on twelve large square pillars.
The construction had started after Yildirnm Bayezid's 1396 Nigbolu victory. The
inscription on the Minber door shows the completion date of the mosque as 802 (1399-
1400). The western minaret of the mosque, which has two minarets, was built during
the time of Yildirim Beyazid, and the eastern one was built by Celebi Sultan Mehmed.
The Ulu Mosque is one of the largest in Tiirkiye.

The high and simple muezzin gallery, which spreads over eight elegant columns, was
built in 1549. The stone pavement, carved from a round single piece of marble, placed
on the pillar opposite the pilgrimage, was built in 1815. Under most of the plates that
decorate the interior walls of the Ulu Mosque, there is the signature of the calligrapher.
There are 192 works in the form of 87 plates written on the wall by 41 different
calligraphers in the mosque with 13 different characters. In addition, there are antique
clocks, candlesticks and the Qur'ans.



KOZA (COCOON) INN

In 1492, It was built by Bayezit II to generate income for its mosque and madrasah in
Istanbul. It was established on a wide area between the Orhan Mosque and the Ulu
Mosque. The Han, which is mostly built with ashlar masonry and sometimes brick,
has two floors and the front of the rooms is a portico. The portico consists of 40 concrete
domes. Koza Inn has a total of 95 rooms, 50 on the upper floor and 45 on the lower
floor. All the rooms on the upper floor are used as shops to sell silk and silk products.
There is a door opening to the south on the upper floor and doors opening to the Orhan
Mosque side and the covered bazaar in the north. The large stone door opening to the
north is decorated with turquoise tiles. There is a domed mosque with six fountains in
its courtyard. The architect of the inn is Abdiil-Ula Bin Pulad Shah, and the master of
construction is Suca Bin Karaca. Koza Inn, known by names such as Han-1 Cedid-i
Evvel, Simkes, Beylik, Yeni Kervansaray, Cedid-i Amire, is now the silk and trade
center of Bursa as it used to be.

MURADIYE COMPLEX

Muradiye Complex, one of the characteristic works of Ottoman architecture, opens its
door to a world covered with multicolored details from the moment you step inside.
The Muradiye Complex is the last one built by the Ottoman sultans in Bursa. The
Kulliye, built by Murad II between June 1425 and November 1426, contains a mosque,



a madrasa, an imaret, a hamam and tombs. In the vast garden, there are tombs
belonging to Murad II and his family members.
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MURADIYE QURAN AND MANUSCRIPTS MUSEUM

Muradiye Complex and Madrasa, which was included in the UNESCO World
Heritage List in 2014, underwent an overall restoration by the Bursa Metropolitan
Municipality and opened to the public as the “Muradiye Qur’an and Manuscripts
Museum” as of January 2019.

The rooms in the museum are arranged as collection and permanent exhibition spaces.
The portico areas serve for temporary exhibitions. The courtyard space is designed for
various activities and workshops. Within the museum; The writing stages and the
development of the art of calligraphy have been explained chronologically beginning
from the time the Qur’an was written to the present. Manuscripts of the Qur’an, as
well as information on other Turkish-Islamic arts such as binding, marbling,
illumination and miniature, and their collections are also included.



MURAD HUDAVENDIGAR MOSQUE

Murad Hudavendigar Mosque exemplifies a periodic style in Ottoman architecture
with its mihrab slot in a deep arched niche. This muqgarnas mihrab was colored and

decorated with gilding in 1904.
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YILDIRIM BAYEZIT COMPLEX

The construction of the Complex was started by Yildirim Bayezid in 1390. Considered
as one of the most brilliant architectural complexes of Bursa, the complex has drawn
the eastern boundary of the city and became an important education centre of the



period with its madrasah and hospital (darussifa). It certainly was the most 'complete’
complex originally containing a mosque, madrasah, public kitchen, and a Turkish
bath. All buildings in the Complex were built according to the topography of the area.
Because water was brought to the region before the construction of the Complex,
settlement in the area became dense.

Similar to other mosques of Sultan complexes this mosque also has a “1” plan and is
the first architectural example of the “Bursa Arch”, as defined in architectural
literature.

The tomb was built in 1406 and also contains the coffins of the sultan's wife and one of
their sons. The hospital (Darussifa), serves as an ophthalmic hospital. The imaret
(public kitchen) did not survive. However once a public kitchen, the area still gives
public services with a school that was built at the same location. The Complex has
given its name to the neighbourhood.

It is located in the site which was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in
2014.

GERUS SYNAGOGUE

It is on Arap Sukru Street. It was built by the first convoys of the Jewish community in
the XIV. Century. by the Ottoman Emperor II. Selim. They were accepted into the
Ottoman Empire by loading the galleons sent by Selim, and settled in Bursa. The fact



that the name Geroush, meaning "expelled" in Hebrew, was given to the synagogue is
meaningful in this respect. It has reached today in an extremely solid and well-kept
condition, and is kept open for the worship of the Jewish community.
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MAYOR SYNAGOGUE

It is on Arap Sukru Street. It was built by other Jewish caravans who were accepted by
the Ottoman Empire in the 15th century and resided in Bursa, and was named Mayor,
inspired by the name of the island they came from. It was first made in the XV century.
It is known as the century. The multicolored pencil work motifs that adorn the interior
are important.

ETZ AHAYIM SYNAGOGUE

It is on Arap Sukru Street. The name of the synagogue, which was built at the turn of
the XIV century, means "Tree of Life" in Hebrew. It is important because it is the first
synagogue built during the Ottoman period. In the time of Orhan Bey, who conquered
Bursa, an edict was issued and this synagogue was allowed to be built.



[ZNIK TOUR

Sar1 Saltuk Hz., The Green Mosque, Letke Gate, Ayasofta Mosque, Kirgiz Tomb,
Senate Palace, Saint Neophytos Basilica — Lost City Under Water.

[ZNIK BEFORE TURKIiSH INFLUENCE

Iznik was founded in the 7th century by Bra-Turk Thracians under the name of
Helikore. When it was re-established in 316 by Antigonos, one of the commanders of
Macedonian King Alexander the Great, it was renamed Antigonia. It would not be a
lie to say that Iznik, which has hosted many civilizations, is an open-air museum.
Because the monumental structures bearing traces of all these civilizations, especially
the city walls, are still standing.

After the death of Alexander, during the war between General Antigonos and another
man of Alexander, General Lysimakhos, the city fell into the hands of Lysimakhos and
he gave the city the name of his wife Nicaea. Nicaea is connected to the Kingdom of
Bithynia in 293 BC and becomes one of the classical cities of Rome.

1ZNIK
The first Turkish capital of Anatolia, the “Home of the Ulema”
Iznik, the cosy town included in the Cittaslow network in 2021.

One of the 3 Most Important Cities of Christianity Iznik



iznik is in the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List.

Iznik also has a special importance for the Christian world. Only when Jerusalem and
the Vatican were important was it considered the holy city in the history of
Christianity. The first ecumenical council was held here in 325 with the participation
of 218 bishops. Iznik is one of the 8 pilgrimage centers in Tiirkiye. It is known that
Emperor Constantinus I attended the first religious meeting of the Christian world and
the council held in Iznik. The Council meets in the Senate Palace and discusses two
important issues. One of them is whether Hz. Jesus is the son of God. The thesis put
forward by the clergyman Aryus, who attended the meeting from Alexandria, is that
Jesus was only human and not the son of God, but this thesis was not accepted by the
other bishops in the council. Thus, with the decision taken at the end of the meeting,
the belief that Jesus is the son of God, which continues to be valid even today, becomes
general. One of the issues discussed and decided at the meeting is the date of Easter.

Then, in 787, the 7th council was convened, this time in the Hagia Sophia Church in
Iznik. In this council, the anti-painting (Iconoclasm) view in Christianity at that time
ends. Religious bans on paintings and sculptures are lifted. Since Iznik is the scene of
such touchstone meetings for the Christian religion, it was declared the third holy city
in the world after Jerusalem and the Vatican by the Pope at the 19th council convened
in the Vatican in 1962.
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TILE ART

The tiles met with architecture in the first half of 3000 BC, and started to be used in
Islamic architecture in the 9 th century AD. Tile art in these lands developed during
the 13 th century when Seljuk architecture reached its peak, and many mosques,



madrasahs, tombs and palace walls were decorated with tiles. The oldest Ottoman tiles
adorning the Iznik Green Mosque minaret, which was built between 1378 and 1391,
continue the Seljuk tradition in terms of technique and decoration, but their colors and
shades are richer than them. These tiles, which gave the mosque its name, attract
attention with its diversity and richness of turquoise and green colors.

Anatolian tile art gained a new dimension with the Ottomans in the 14 th century.
Especially between the 15 th and 17 th centuries, Iznik became an important tile and
ceramic production center.

We learn from the historical documents that the tiles used in the buildings in Istanbul
were made in Iznik. Iznik is the center of ceramics known for Milet, Damascus group
and Rhodes work. Flower motifs such as tulips, hyacinths, pomegranates and cloves
were used in Iznik tiles. There are also animal and ship motifs such as human, bird,
tish, rabbit, dog. Blue, turquoise, green and red are the most used colors.

SARI SALTUK HZ.

"The great thinker and Turkish Commander who introduced Islam and the Turkish way to the
world, the Guardian and Master of the Material and Spiritual Realms”

Hz. Sar1 Saltuk, one of the greatest saints, was born in Bukhara in 1211 and died in
1309. He is one of the mujahid Turkish dervish and saints who came to Anatolia from



Turkistan and worked for the spread of Islam. His name is Mohammed Buhari. Sari
Saltuk Hz. he became famous under his pseudonym. Although the exact dates of his
birth and death are not known, he lived in the second half of the 13th century.

Ahmet Yesevi Hz., one of the elders of the saints who grew up in Turkestan, and his
students provided material and moral assistance to the Turks who came to Anatolia.
They sent some of the distinguished people they raised to Anatolia. Among them were
Haji Bektas-i Veli Hz. and Mohammed Buhari, known as Sari (Yellow or Blonde)
Saltuk. After Ahmet Yesevi Hz., Haci Bektas-i Veli, he sent Sari Saltuk to help him with
700 people from Khorasan. He wrapped his famous wooden sword around Sari
Saltuk's waist and gave this advice.

"My Saltuk Muhammad! Have my Beqtashs” send you to the West. You shall go. Be
glorious in the seven kingdoms of Macedonia and Dobruja in the Pole lands."

Sari Saltuk Hz. and the 700 mujahideen, veterans and dervishes came to Anatolia as
Haci Bektas-i Veli requested in accordance with Hz. Ahmet Yesevi. The order of Sari
Saltuk Hz. and his friends pioneered dervish veterans at the Byzantine end. Many of
the indigenous peoples in the places they went converted to Islam, seeing the good
morality and exemplary life of Hz. Sari Saltuk and his friends.

THE GREEN MOSQUE

The Green Mosque, a work of the 14th century, takes its name from its turquoise and
green tiles and its minaret adorned with zigzag motifs. The mosque, which is the most
important monumental structure of Ottoman architecture in Iznik, is near the Lefke
Gate in the east of the district. It was built by Candarli Hayrettin Pasha in 1378-1398.



The plain marble mihrab with corner columns and muqarnas niches, decorated with
geometric inserts, western and palmette reliefs, is the oldest and the most beautiful
Ottoman example of the period.

The brick minaret, which conforms to the Seljuk tradition, is decorated with green
turquoise, yellow and purple tiles, which gives the mosque its name. Iznik Green
Mosque is one of the transitional structures to the Ottoman style, which is perceived
to have emerged from Seljuk architecture.

LEFKE GATE

Lefke Gate is one of the four gates that completely encircle Iznik. This gate, which has
been the threshold to traverse into the past of many different states over the centuries,
just like open air museum, awaits its visitors in Iznik.



AYASOFTA MOSQUE

In the middle of the city, built in the IV century; it is a Byzantine Church that was
converted into a mosque during the time of Orhan Gazi. It is the place where the 7th
Ecumenical Council meeting, which is important for Christians, was held. It is

currently in ruins.



KRGIZLAR TURBES!
(KRGIZLAR TOMB) |
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KIRGIZ TOMB

This tomb was built by Sultan Orhan Gazi in honor of the Kirgiz soldiers who
contributed to the conquest of the city of Iznik and the establishment of the center of
the Anatolian Seljuk State at the end of the 11th century.

SENATE PALACE



The Senate, which is the place where the first of the Consul meetings was held and
which is of great importance for Christians, is also called the Consul palace. The

remains of the artifact located on the lake gate side are under the lake waters.

SAINT NEOPHYTOS BASILICA - LOST CITY UNDER WATER

First of all, many architectural elements of the basilica, which dates back to 1600 years
ago and was shown as one of the ten most important discoveries of 2014 by the
American Archaeological Institute, have survived to the present day.

If necessary arrangements and studies are made, many more magnificent works such
as floor mosaics are expected to come to light. The Roman Period basilica, which was
flooded with a great earthquake in 740 and resembles the Istanbul Hagia Sophia and
Seljuk St. Jean Basilica in architectural plan, is now planned to be converted into an
underwater archeology museum.



